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PAROLE FOR LIFE TERMERS 

them as a revolutionary and indefensible proposition, but it would 
have the merit of avoiding violation of the oath. But it is to be 
doubted if any member of the numerous mobs which have participated 
in lynchings would approve of a law making lynching legal. They 
and others are willing to do illegal acts, to cast disrespect upon the 
law in general, but they would not wish to have their practices made 
legal for others and perhaps not even for themselves. This may give 
us some ground for the belief that respect for law is not entirely 
dead with the members of mobs. 

To many it seems that we need a national revival to awaken us 
to our responsibility in this matter. Courts, lawyers, churches, schools 
and individuals have a duty in this respect. It is the duty of all to 
obey the law, to uphold those who would enforce the law and to 
preach the doctrine of respect for law to those who lack in respect. 

C. Gt. Vernier. 

PAROLE FOR LIFE TERMERS. 

Wliile advocating iu the Zeiischrift fuer die gesamte Strafrecht- 
sivessenschaft [v. 31, 8], the continuance of the death penalty in Ger- 
many, in connection with a discussion of the proposed new penal code 
of tliat country. Dr. H. Seyfartli, tlie chaplain of tlic Hamburg Central 
Prison, advocates conditional liberation after a sufficiently long term 
of years for those committed to prison on life sentences. For time sen- 
tences the maximum of fifteen years lias until now been preserved, and 
the proposed penal code omits from any chance of liberation those com- 
mitted to life imprisonment. In the Gegenentwwrf, an opposition penal 
code urged by many of the leading criminologists of Germany, provision 
is made that tlic life prisoner may, at the end of twenty years, be paroled 
under certain conditions, and that iic may be returned to prison in case 
of unsatisfactory conduct, tlms matcliiug tlie present practice of the 
state of New York in the ease of tliose committed to prison for life. 
England allows conditional liberation to occur after fifteen years of 
imprisonment of a life sentence, and the following minimum terms are 
cited by Dr. Seyfarth: Austria-Hungary, Croatia and Bosnia, 15 years; 
Switzerland, between 15 and 20 years; Finland, 12 years; Norway, but 
10 years, while Sweden grants no chance to tlic "lifers." 

Answering the comment that the "lifers" are so few that the pro- 
posed penal code has not considered it practical to extend conditional 
liberation to them, Dr. Seyfarth maintains that there are at present at 
least one hundred life-termers in the German prisons. "One should 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

sentence these men to long terms of from 20 to 25 years, but they should 
not be entirely robbed of the hope that at some future time, under 
favorable circumstances, they may again hope to be freed." The writer 
advocates a considerable parole period, because "during the term of 
imprisonment in enclosed prisons, every freedom of movement is sys- 
tematically prohibited to the prisoner. The prisoner is thus made 
dependent, and when released suddenly he is like a bird with lame 
wings, every initiative being lacking, and he easily succumbs to 
temptation." 0. F. IjEwis. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

The readers of this Journal will welcome the addition of the 
following named gentlemen to the editorial staff : Victor von Borosini, 
Sociologist, Chicago ; James W. Gamer, Professor of Political Science, 
University of Illinois; William E. Higgins, Professor of Pleading and 
Practice, University of Kansas ; Smith Ely Jelliffe, Managing Editor, 
Journal of Mental and Nervous Diseases, New York City ; and John 
Lisle, of the Philadelphia Bar. — [Eds.] 
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